The Firſt Apparition of 


Biſhop Goodman's Ghoſt 
iſhop Goodman's Gholt, 
BEING 
_ A New ftrange Sight, Or : A Late ſtrange Viſion. 
Making a wotu!l R epetirion, of his former Conteſhon 3 in 1653. 
Upon the Extirpation of Biſhops: in 1642. 


Now Occaſionally Revewed; and ſeaſonably Renewed. 1681. For an Adhottatory Admo: 
nicion ro all Biſhops, and their Courts, 


Zs Confeſs, that God would never Have permitted us , to have Suffer'd in ſuch a mater , as we have 
done, had we not provoked Him with our SINS. And that I may be our own Acculer, I think 
our greateſt Offence did conſiſt in theſe two things, 


Firſt, That many of Us , did not ſpend our Church-means in a Churchslike manner ; but 
converted them to our own private U/es : Or otherwiſe , Miſimploy'd them : Therefore, God 
juſtly takes them away ; and permits Sacruledge : we our Selves having, firft Offended in the fame 
kinde. For certainly , Church-means ſhould have relation $ well to the Uſes as to the Perſons : and a Church- 


man in miſpending them , commits Sacrzleage. 


And whereas many excuſe it , in regard of their Waves, and Children ; God forbid , þtit regard ſhould be had 
to Them : yer ſtill with moderation, 


I cannot excuſe the Exceſs of Apparel, and ſome other courſes of Expente: Yet, This I muſt teſtifie for a Truth, 
that ſpeaking privately with ſome Biſhops , they told me, and I believed thern ; that they laid nat up , one Far- 
thing of their Biſhopricks : and This may appear , for many of them , died yery Poor : As Worceſter , Hereford , 
Peaerborough , Briſtol ; and not unlike , but others will do ſo. 


Another fgreat fault in the Church , was the intollerable Abuſe , of the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdittion ; therefore God 


' hath made us now Uncapablc of Any Juri/aidtior. 


So juſt and wonderful is God in all bis Tudgements. 


Iconfeſs, in mine own particular, I did as much deſire , and labour to reform it, as any man could do; yet I 
could never prevail. Herein a little ta excuſe the Church ; I have t , and can produce it at this time , under the 
Kings own Hand, atid Seal ; wherein he forbids , that any Church-man, or Prieſt jn Holy Orders , ſhould be a 
Chauncellour : and This was the Occaſion , of all the Corruption , in the Sprr:tual Courts. For the Judges at the 
Common Law have their Penſions , and Allowances : but Chauncellours have none at all: They live only upon 
the Fees of the Court i and for Them to Diſmiſs a Cauſe ; it was to Joſe ſo much blood. Now if they be naught 
in Themſelves ; then they muſt for their own Advantage and Profit , have Inſtruments and Agents accordingly : 
{o the Regiſters, Prottors, Apparators ; they were -------- 


Peſſumum genus hominum, 


While the Spiritual Court was only Govern'd by Church-men and Prieſts ; [as it ought to be, and hath ever 
been ſo heretofore : ] they had their Spiritual Benefices , and Dignities to live upon ; and did ſcorn the Fees of 
the Court. Beſides the Holineſs of the Profeſſion , kept them from Bribing , and Corruption. 


Little do men think, how much they ſuffer , by this own Poſition ; ------That Church-men ſhonld not Interpoſe 
in Civil and Moral Affairs : whereas formerly, Biſhops, and Church-men were only traſted with Lai# Wills and 
Teſtaments ; and granting out Admmiſtrations : --=--- and ccrtainly, if there beany Honeſty amongſt men ; it muſt 
be ſuppoſed to be rather in them, then in others. But there having been ſuch an Abuſe ; it muſt be ackrowledged, 
that God 1s moſt Juſt in all his wayes : and what hath befallen us, it is according to the Deſerts of our Sin. 
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The Book in which this C onfe(ſron is, was by that Right Reverend Biſhop, Dc. 
Crodfrey Goodman: late Biſhop of Gloceſter ; given with 


his own hand to me 
ANTHOXT SADLE R: 
At that time Chaplain tothe Right Honourable Letticia Lady Pagett Dowager. 
Printed by H. B, in the Year 6g, Ts Prarch* 


